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SOME NEW BROOKS

Benjamin Franklin as e Was.

It Is a dingularly Interesting book which
Srower Ouonax Franen has given us undar tha
Mtle of The Tyrus Bendamin Franklin (Lipoin-
eolt's), This Ia & puscesslul attempt to bring
out the real jinsuments of the subjeot of tha
Blography, lineamenta whish to & considarable

t, although not to so largs an extant as in
case of Washington, have been obaonred
by logends, It in true that the haman side of
Frankiln was no clearly ravealed by himasif in
bis aotoblography that it was not possibln for
he mythomakers to conoonl It entiraly, so they
Bad resoturse to an exaggoration of the mors
exomplary phasea of his eharaoter. In the
eoursa of his long oarser an politiolan, philoso-
pher, man ol scionce, author, philanthro-
pist, reformer, and diplomatist, he did
& great deal of aterling and admirable
work, but almost every ereditable Ineident
of his iife has been magnified, until,
frofa the great and accomplished man ha
truly was, he has besn converted into mn Im-
posalbls prodigy. Almost everything, for In-
stanos, that he wrote about in solenos has beon
put down as a discovery of his own, State-
monts which wers marely memorands, or alm-
ply represented his method of formulating
other men's knowlsdge, are deploted ms the
éutcome of original thought. Thus the trans-
ation of Clesro’s ** Essay on Old Age,” which
made by James Logan and printed by
‘Franklin at Philadelphin {n 1744, was repub.
lished In 1800 by one of his editors, William
Duans, In a ocollective edition of Franklin's
worke. Other editors have carried the prooiss
of expurgation toa ridicnlous extreme, and it
must be admitied that some of his lettars, as,
for example. ona on the choloa of a mis-
#rean, oannot be published In full, The
mecessity of msome allslons of the kind
did not warrant Temple Franklin In
‘transforming the vigorous Anglo-S8axonof his
grandfather's writings Into  stilted Latin
phrases. Muoh leas did It justily Weems, In hia
wersion of the autoblography. in substituting the
™ Amerioan Aquatio” for “ Water Ameriosn,”
fhe niokname which, ns Franklin tells us, his
Yollow printera in London gave him bocauss he
‘wronld drink nothing but water, Tha author ot
the book bafors us bollaves In letting Franklin
gpeak f(or himadll wherover this may be done
without shocking too grievoualy the reader’s
wpenss of propristy, and the result is that we are
brought nearer to the man aa he was than in
any provious biography. In saying this we do
not overiook the popular life by Parton or the
elaborate work by Bigelow.

The chapters to which the reader ln likely to
furn with especial curlosity are those which
bear rempectivaly the eaptions of ** Religlon and
Morals" and " Ths Embassy to France and Its
Seandals.” It {8 well known that, although
Franklin's parsnts wero Massachusetts Pari-
Rana, he himsell, at an enrly age, lost falth In
tho Christian religion and became adelst.  He
has himself axplainod how the change of be-
Hef was brought about. It seoms that among
his father's books wore somo sermons in which
Bhaltesbury, Collins nnd other delatical writors
wore violontly attacked, Franklin thonght that
thearguments of the delsts wore much strongey
than the attempta to refute them.  After read-
Ing quotations from the authors named, Frank-
Iln was Jed to read thelr works at length, and
he was uttimnately convertad to thelr views.
Noman who avowed such opinions could ex-
peot to prosper In Boston In the Nirst quarter of
the last century, and it was lucky for Franklin
th.‘he E' h.d‘n I.l.ll Ialekil In Bolllﬂ Dr
tha artioles which he contributed to his broth-
er's nawapaper, the New England Courant, he
placed a snorilegions hand upon the ark of tha
eovenant by denouncing Harvard College and
motting forth the worthlessness of ita stupid
graduates, nearly all of whom, he sald, went
into the Chureh, which is desoribed as a templa
ot ambltion and fraud, controlled by money.

Thers s a touch of what would now be termed
socialism or populism in these papers, and
it in not surprising to find the author of
them afterwnrd writing a pamphlet in favor
of an (nflated paper currency. According
to soms comments on the Courant, which
are ascribed to Cotton Mather, [t was
*‘full freighted with nonsense, unmanliness,
ralllery, profanoncas, immorality, nrrogance,
calumnios, lles, contradictions and what not,
all tending to nuarrels and divisions, and 1o
<debauch and corrupt the minds and manmers
of Now England." The truth is that, in the
eyes of his Boston contemporaries, Franklin
was a torrible example of the results of being
born on Bunday, His own birth had ecourred
on Jan.8, 1700, which was a SBunday, and, in
those Massachusetts towns whers the minis-
ters wore atriot, baptism might have been re-
fused to him, for some of the sevorer Purltans
Reld that a ohild born ontho Sabbath must nlso
have beon concelved on the Babbath, and was,
thervlore, hopelessly unregenerate.

After Franklin lelt Doston his dislike for the
religlon of that place, and, Indeed, for all re-
wealed rellgion, inerensed. In London, whither
he proceeded (rom Philadelphia, ha wrote a
phmphlet entitiod ** Liberty and Noceasity,”
in which he adopled substantially Voltalre's
position: that Is to say, he admitted tho ex-
istence of some sort of God, but denied
the Immortality of the soul. He went even
beyond Voltaire In contending that inasmuch
as God wos allewiso and omnipotent and
had orented the universe, whatover existed,
whether called good or evil, must bs right,
and vies and virtue were empty distine-
tibne. In his published autoblography Frank-
lin says ho hod passed through the dan-
®orous period of his lifa ** without any witful,
gross immorulity or Injustice that might
huve been sxpected from my want of re-
ligion,” but in the first draft he added,
* Bomwm foolish (ntrigues with low women ox-
eapted, which, from the expense, were rather
mors projudicial to me than to them.” The au-
thor of this book polnts out that, ns o matter of
faot, his conduct, whila he was under the influ-
ence of tha views expressed In " Liberty and
Nocesaity,” thut what we call evil can be no
worss than what we call good, had been by no
meana above repronch. He had wronged Miss
Read, whose affections he had won, and he had
‘embozzled Mr, Yornon’s money. Both wrongs
he eventually tried to right. He made Miss
Read his wifo and he returned the embezzled
monsy. Theae prools of repentance were glven
after he had begun to auspect, as he tells us,
that his early dootrine, * though it might be
true, was not vory useful." When he returned
to Philadalphla aftor his first sojourn in Lon
don ho set himself to the task ol work-
fng out wsome form of vreliglon that
would sult him, and, In the year
1728, belng then 22 years old, he framed
& curfous cowpend, to which may be given
the pame of Franklin's erecd, consisting of
thirtesn articles, The twelfth of thess, which
s entitied " Chastity,” runs as follows: * Raraly

use venery, but for health or offspring, Nover
to dulness, weakiions, or to tho Injury of your
own or another's pemce or reputation.” He
also osonstruoted a liturgy, In which there Is o
prayer agaiost lasciviousness. Yet, in tha
midst of this ereed and prayor makivg, he
records of himsell: *That hard-to-be-goy-
arned passlon of youth had hurried me fre-
quently Into Intrigues with low women that
fell la my way, which were attended with some
expense and great inconvenienes, besides a
esontinual risk to my health by a distemper,
which, of all things, I dreaded, though, by

good luck, I esomped It" Frank.

Hu's abridgment of the Anglican prayer book
‘Wwas made in 1772 at the country seat of Bir
Francls Dashwood, Lord le Despencer, & re-
formed ruke who liad turned deist and was
taking & gentlemanly Interest in religion. He

had been, It is sald, & compaunion of John
Wilkes, Budd Doddington, Paul Whitehead,
the Earl of Bandwich, and other reek!oss oharae-
bars. who oatablished themselves as an order
of monks at Moedwenham Abbey, where thoy
held mock rellgious ceromonies and where the
#rial of the selebrated Chevalior I'Fon was held
0 prove hils disputed sex. Anold book ecallod
“ Chrysal; or The Adventures of u Guinea,"
lessen to desoribe the dolngs of these
woly blades. The copy of the prayer book
whioh Pruaklin and Lord le Despencer went over
asd marked with the pen ls now in the posses-

slon of Mr. Howard Edwards of Philadeiphia.
From this copy Lord Is Despéncar had the
abridgement printed at his own axpenss: a
aingle copy of It now costa aver a thousand dol-
Inrn. The prefass, which, although nominally
soming from Lord s Daspenocor, was really writ-
ten by Franklin, Is deseribod an an exquisitaly
ploun little sasar, although all referdnns ta the
sanraments and to the diviaity of the Baviour
had been stricken out of the abridgment. and
ghort work had been made of the Athanasian
and Apostlo ereeda.

It hian been commonly nasarted by his blogra-
phers that Franklin had but ons lllegitimata
ehilld, a mon. but. from a mantseript lettar in the
ponsesaion of the Pennsylvanis Hiatorie Boel-
sty, and printed for the first time ln the book
batore us, we learn that he had also an lllegiti-
mate daughter, martiad to John Foxaroft, who
was at dno tima Postmastar of Philadslphia. In
thres lattors, also written by Franklin to Fox-
aroft, whish are In the Biate Dopartment at
Washington, he sends " love to my daughter.”
There 18 also In Blgelow's adition of his worka
a Jotter In which Franklin refers to Mes, Fox-
oroft as his danghtor. Who was the mother of
Mra. Foxaroft fa unknown, but Mr, Paul Lelices-
ter seems to have Identifled the mother of
Franklin's lllegitimate son Willlam, eventu.
ally the roral Governor of New Jemey.
He has found In a pamphlet, written dur-
Ing Franklin's heated controversy with the
Proprietary party In Panntylvania, the nssar-
tion that the mother of his son Willlam was
# woman named Barbara, who worked In his
houss na & servant for £10 & year; that he kept
her in that position until her death, when he
had her horne to the grave In sllence, without &
pall, tomb or monument. By Misas Read. Frank-
lin had two children, who are eommonly re-
garded as legitimate. The fArst was n son,
Francla Folger Frank!in, who died of the small-
pox when only 4 years old. The other ohild
wnas & daughter, Barmh, who married Richard
Bache, Whother any marringe ceremony was
ever performed betwesn Franklin and the mo-
ther of Mra. Bache Isdoubtful. Itlscertnin that
during Franklin'aabsence in London, Miss Read
had married o man named Rogers.  Hadeserted
her, but wus not known to ba dend at the time
when Franklin took her onenly to wife, namely,
Bept, 1, 1730, Thero In no record of the mar-
ringe at Christ's Church, of whiech Mrs, Rogers
wns o member, but tha two offspring of the
union, Francls and Barah, were baptizad there
os legitimate children, and, [n & deed executed
threa or four ysars after 1730, Mr. and Mrs,
Franklln are spoken of as husband and wife,
Tha fact that Franklin's lllegitimata son Wil-
llam, hut not apparently his Hugitimate daugh-
ter alsn, was brought up vnder the same roof
with his legitimate children, partly enables us
to understand the odlum in which Franklin was
held by many of the uppor ¢lasses In Philadel-
phla, even when he was well recelved by the
best peaple In England and Francee, Wo may
hore mention that Willlam Franklin had, in his
turn, an lllegitimate son, Temple Franklin,
who becams tho eompanion and secerstary
of his grandfather In England and France.
According to most of Franklin's biogra-
phers, his wife tenderly nurtured William,
but the author of the book before us ad-
duces ovidence to show that as Willlam
grow up she learnad to hata him. Thus wa
learn from tho diary of Danlel Fishor, who, for
atime, lived in Franklin's housa ns his clork,
that Mrs. Franklin was of such n *turbulent
tomper' that ho felt constralned to leave,
With reference to Willlam Franklin, he says:
“I bava often seen him pnsa to and from his
father's apartments upon business (for hoe doos
not eat, drink or sleep In the honse) withont
the least compliment between Mrs. Franklin
and him, or any sort of notice taken of each
other, till, one day, as I was sitting with her in
the passage, when the young gentleman camo
by,aha exclaimed to me (he not hearing), * Mr.,
Fisher, there goes the greatest villaln upon
ecarth.’ This greatly confonnded and perplexed
me, but did not hinder her from pursuing
her invectives In the foulest terms I over
heard from a gentlewoman.” Mrs. Franklin
seomas to have been a stout, handsome woman,
and her husband sald of her in one of his let-
ters thatlf she had any fanlts, ho hod grown so
used to them that he no longer percelvod them.
Bhe eould not have been, howevor, a congeninl
rompanion in his studies or in his political and
diplomatle caroer, for one of her lstters, hera
printod, ahows har to bave boen very illitarate.'
Bo much of Franklin's extraordinary letter on
tha choleo of o mistress as can proparly he pub-
lished Is reproduced In the book before us.
Alter assuring his correspondent that mar-
ringo is the proper remedy for *tho violent
natural Inclinations you mentlon,” he pro-
coeds to say: “If you will not take this
counsel and persist in thinking a commerce
with the sex {nevitable, then I repeat my
former adviee that in all your amours you
should prefer somewhat advanced In life
women to young ones. You call this a par-
ndox, and demand my reasons.” Franklin
goes on to glve elght. of which thres must
be passed over In sllencs, Some of them,
however, may be named: ** First, becausa thoy
have more knowledge of the world., and their
minds are better stored with observations;
their conversation 1s more Improving and more
lastingly agrecable, Becondly, becauss whon
women ceaso to be handsome they study
to bo good, To maintain their influenco
over men they supply the diminution of
beauty by an augmentation of utility,
They learn to do a thousand services,
emall and great, Thirdly, becanse thers s no
hazard of children, which, irrogularly produced,
may be attended with much Inconvenience.
Fourthly, because, through more exporience,
they are more prudent and disereet in conduot-
Ing an Intrigue to provent susplolon. Thé com-
merce with them Is thorefore safe with regard
to your reputation and with regard to theirs.
Beventhly, because the compunction is less,
The having made a young girl miserable may
give you frequent hitter reflections, nons of
which can attend the making mn old woman
happy.”

How Is It possible to reeoncile the distin-
gulshed soclal position to whioch Frankiin
attained nabroad with the decidedly lowsr
plane which he ocoupled In his adopted
town? It Is certaln that, while in England,
he associated on the most Intimated terms
with eminent literary and solentific men,
Distingulshed travellsrs from the Contlnent
used to callon him to pay their reapocts, He
stayed at noblemen's country seats, and, al-
though s delst. with the Bishop of Ht. Asaph,
He corresponded with all these people in the
mont friendly and oasy manner; they were do-
lighted with his conversation and could never
soo enough of him. Later, in Franoe, he was
poaitively worshipped, and the Court clrcles
received him with enthusiasm, In Phila-
delphia, on the other hand, the coloninl aris-
tooracy, considered as a body, were not on
friendly terms with him. No doubt his
numerous friends f[neluded some membors
of aristooratio families, but our author (s
able to find fow ovideness of the closs In-
timaoy and affection which he enjoyed among
the beat people of Europe, Tho opinion is ex-
pressed that this bostility was not altogether
due to his humble origin, or to the little print-
ing offlee and statlonery store wlers ho sold
koose foathers, ws well a8  writlng ma-
terials, and hought old rags. Those dis-
advautages do not supply an  adequate
explanation, for his sccomplishments and
wit ralsed him far above his early sur-
roundings, and the colonisl soclety laf Phil-
adelphia was pot {lliberal In suoh matters, The
prinelpal eauss of the anlmosity exhibited
toward him soems to hava been his violent op-
position to the proprietary party to which
most of the upper classes belonged, Once hav-
Ing this ground of dialiks, It was eaay for them
to strengthen and oxcuse it by the mosaip
about hisillegitimate son and about the son's
mothier belng kept us a sorvant In his house,
Thoey ridiculed the sizall eeonomies he prac-
ticed, and branded his religlous sud mora!
theorizing as hypoerisy.

The suthorof this book does nol undertake
to determine precisely how much money Frank-
lin mads In the printing buslness. He seems
to bave besn mivre largely smployed thas any

colonies and alarge part of that

erh ooloniea came to his offics,
enough 1o retire at 42 years of age, having
been working for himsall only twenty yoars,
By thia time he bad Investad some of his sav-
inge in honses and landa In Philadelphia, and,
on tarning over hin Intorsst (n the businesn to
his foreman, David Hall, the Iatter agread to
pay Franklin a thousand pounds & year for
slghteen years, This was a vory good Income
for those times, and more than eguivalent in
purehaning power (o $10,000 at the present
day. After his withdrawal from business he
romained Postmustor of Philadelphia, and, in
1768, after he had held that oMoas for sixtesn
yenrs, he was appointed Postmaatar-Geneml of
all the solonfen, Thiaposition ha retatned until
he ran dismissod trom It by the' Britiah Goy-
arnment In 1774, on the eve of the Revolution.
Thore was somo salary attachad to theso of-
fNeoes, that of Postmaster-General ylelding £300,
Anagant of Pennsylvania in England he re-

colved 25600 a yoar, and for discharging a like
funotion he reenived from Massachusetis £400,
from Georgia £200, and from New Jersey £100,
In 1760 the incoma from hin investsd savings
in mupponed to have been £700. As Minister to
Franoce he had st Omt £500 & year and his ax-
penses, but during the last six years of his mis-
slon In Parla he received 22,500, It has been
wrongly nsserted by some of his blographers
that, when Govarnor of Pennsylvania, after the
Hevolution, he declined to recelve any salary
for his threa years' sorvice. As a matter of
faot, ho accepted the salary. but mpent It in
charity, and bequests of it wers made In his
will. He died wall off for the times, leaving an
entata estimated at considerably over $100,-
000, The mpid riss In valus of houses and
land in Philadelphia after the Hevolution ae-
counts for s part of this sum. He owned five
or aix large houses In Philadelphis. s print-
ing houss which he bullt for his grandson,
and sovernl amall houses. He had. also, o
number of vacant lota in the town, a house and
ot In Boston,n tract of land in Nova Beotin,
another Inrgo tract in Georgla, and still an«
other in Ohlo, His parsonal property, consiat-
Ing moatly of bonds and money, was worth
from $00.000 to $70,000,

Iv.

Franklin was aboot 70 years of age when,
on Bept. 20, 1770, he was deputed by the Conti-
nontal Congress to repressnt the United Colo-
nies in Franes. The astonishing success of his
mission, from both a politieal and a personal
point of view, Is too well known to need com-
ment, but it is sometimes overlooked that
Franklin's condust at Paris did not eseape con-
sure at the hands of some of his fellow coun-
trymen. Our author conalders, at some length,
the violent attacka made upon Franklin by
Arthur Lee, and, while the philosopher is ab-
solved from the eharge of personal corruption,
it Is mndmitted that he came noarer at this
period than ever befors in his life to sinking
‘his great fame. Loe's most sffoctive assault
was |evalled nt Franklin and his nophew,
Jopathan Willlams, and was published
in a pamphlet entitled "Observations
on Certain Commercial Troneactions In
Franee." Willinms was one of Franklin's Bos-
ton nephows. whn turned up in Paris poor and
without employment. Franklin was slways
taking care of his rolatives by placing them in
Government positions, and he gave this one
tha place of naval ngent at Nantes. Thore
Williama had charge of the purohass of sup-
plies for American men-of-war, sold the prizes
that were brought in, and also bought mnd
shipped nrms and ammunition. It was a large
business, Involving the handling of enormous
sums of money, and there i8 no doubt that
thers were opportunities in it for making
& fortune. Franklin ana Billas Deane
seameill to have lst Willlams manage this
dopartment pretty much as he pleasad,
aod Les had some ground for suspecting
that Deans was privately Interested with
Williams in the salo of prizes. Willlams cer-
talnly expended large sums on Deane's orders
alone, and he was continually calling for more
money from the commissionars' bankera. Lea
asked Franklin to put a stop to this state of
things, which the Intter not only refused to do,
but wrote a letter to his nephew justifying him
in everything. The lotter is dated at Passy,
Dee. 22,1777, and runs as follows: *I reooived
yours of the 16th,and am coneerncd, as well as
you, ot tho difforence between Messrs. Deane
und Loe, but eannot help it. You need, how-
over, be under no eoncorn as to your ordars
being only from Mr. Deans. As you have
alwoys ncted uprightly and ably for the publio
sorvice, you would be justified if you had no
orders ut all. But,ns ho generally consulted
with me and had my approbation In the nrders
ho gave, and I know they were for the best and
simed at the public good, 1 hereby certify you
that I approve and join in those you recelve
from him, and desire you to prooceed in the
exooution of the same.™

Willinms ot last sent in his aecounts, and Loe
went ovor them, marking some {lems * mani-
festly unjust,” othors *plainly exorbitant,”
and others “altogother unsatisfactory, for
want of pames, dates or recelpts.” He refused
to approve the accounts, sent them to Congreas,
and asked Willlams to produce his vouchers
The vouchers, Lee tells us, were nover pro-
duced. He asked for them again and again,
but there was always some oxcuss, and he
charges thut Willlams had in his possession
100,000 lvres more than was aecounted for,
Eventually John Adams, who had come out to
supersede Deane, joined with Franklin in giv-
ing Willlams an order on the bankers for the
balance claimed by him, but the order ex-
presaly statod that it was not to be undamtood
ad an approval of his aceounts, for which
he must ba responsible to Congress. Frank-
lin appointed certaln persons to audit the
aocounts, but at a time, Loe says, when
they wareon the point of salling for Amerfea.
and, therefors, could not act, Adams seoms to
have been convinced that Willlams was not all
that could be desired, and he and Franklin
soon dismissed him from his office, agaln re-
minding him that this was not to be consldered
as an approval of his sccounts. Leo's oharge
ogainat Franklin was that he had connived at
the sots of his nephew and dons everything
possible to shield him and enabls him to get
po fon of the balance of money he clalmed,
The matter woas never oficially investigated,
The tact Is here noted that, although Lee and
Izard wore continually hinting at evil prac-
tioss on Franklin's part, and sometimos
directly stigmatized him as the *father of
corruption,” and deeply lovolved fn the
niost disreputable schemes, they never pro-
duecad any proofs that he had enrlchod
hinsell or was directly engaged in any-
thing diseroditable, There soems to be no
doubt that certain people were making money
under cover of the loons way in which affairs
wore managed. Fraoklin must.have known of
this, as woll s Adnms and the other commis-
sloners; but yoither he nor they derived profit
from it Individudlly. Lee and Izard wrote so
much and so violently about the alleged em-
borzlamenta, that they dug the graves of thelr
own reputstions. Franklin, on his part, sald
and wrote very littls on the subject. He sent
no letters to membors of Congress undermin-
ing the eharacters of his fellow commisalnners ;
the fow atatoments that he made were ex-
ccodlngly mild and temperate, and were usual-
Iy to the effect that there wore differences
and disputss which he regretted. We are re-
minded of Dr. Johnson's assartion that po man
was ever written down exocept by himsell, A
romark to much the same effoct was onees mude
by Franklin: *B8pots of dirt thrown upow my
charaoter 1 suffered. while fresh, to remaln, I
did not choose to spread by endeavoring to re-
move them, but relied upon the valgar adage
that they would all rub off when they wers
dry.” It is certain that. on the whaole, publie
opinion in the United Btates was then and has
slooe remained in favor of Pranklin, and the
distinguished men of Franee were, without ex-
eeption, on hia side.

Y.

When, in April, 1778, John Adams arrived to
eobperate wilh Frapklin, he evinced nope of
the rancor of Lee and Izard, but he candidly
avowed that he lound the publio business (a

wreat onfusion. “I¢ has nevor been mothedl-
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eally sondtiotad, Thers siever wan, befores I | cenmurs ua. Thelr nominntion of ium

eames, A minuta book, a letter book, or an an-
sotnt book : and it s not possible to obtain a
cloar [dea of our aMalra” Ha found, also, that
apambsr of parsons had beet making money
ont of tha embassy ; of thess Jonathan Willisma
was but one. Adama gives muny Interesting
wlimpses of Franklin'a lifs in Parie. Thuas, he
‘wans presont at the Acadamy of Bolaness whan
A woneral ery nrose among the sanmation-loving
people that Frankiin and Voltaire should be
Mtrodaced to ench other. Thay, ncoordingiy.
bowed and spoke. This was not enough, how-
ever, and the clamor continned, until It was
oxplained that “thay must embrace In Fronch
fashion.” Thoereupon the two old men began
hugging and kisalng anch other, which satisfied
the company, and the ory spread through ths
whole country, “how beautiful it was to ses
Bolon and Hophooles embracal’

Mr. Fisher thinks that some of Adama's eatl-
muntes of Franklln, though not satisfactory to
hissulogists, are just. The following, for in.
stance, laquotad: ““Thathe was a great genius,
s xreat wit, a groat humorist, n grent satirist
and a great politiclan Iscortaln. That he was
A gréat philosopher, a great moralist and a
groat statesman s moro questionable.” The
nuthor of thin book boliaves that this brief
statement will baar the test of vary close inves-
tigation. It gives fall eredit to Franklin's
qualitiesas & humorous and satirical writer,
and even as a politician, the last-named word
being used advisedly, forup tothat time Frank-
lin had done nothing that dessrved the namo
of mront statesmanship. He had had, no
aoubt, n long career in Pennaylvanin politics,
whero the oxercise of his abilities was for
the moat part confined to a single provined,
and, in the attempt to change the proprie-
tary government of the provinos into a royal
Government, he had been In the wrong.
While representing Pennsylvania, Massachu-
matta, and Georgla in England from the time of
the Btamp Aot until the outbroak of tho Hevo-
lution. he had mecomplished nothing. except
that his examination before Parllament hod
encouraged the colonists to peralst in their op-
poaition : hn had got himsslf into a very bad
scrapo about the Hutchinson lettars, and his
vlan of reconeilintion with the mother country
hadbroken down. In France, the Government
being already very favorably dispossd toward
the colonles, there was Dbut little for
the American Embassy to do, except to
conduct the businoss of sending supplios
and selling prizes, in which Deane nnd Denu-
marchals did most of the work, while Franklin
had kept no accounts, and nilowed his papers
to got into confusion, was utterly unabla to
kosp the envoys in harmony, and had not made
any effoctive appeal to Congresa to change the
abaurd system which permitted the sending to
n foreign country of thres commissioners hav-
Ing equal powers. It is conoaded that, In the
Inst yoars of his misaion in Franoe, he did work
which was mors valuable; but It was notuntil
some years afterward, when he was past 80,
snd on the verge of the grave, that he aceom-
plished In the Constitutional Conventlon of
1787 the one nct of his life which may be called
o brilliant stroke of statesmanship. A great
moralist Franklin cortainly wns not. As o
philosopher, by which Adams meant what wae
now call a man of selence, Franklin was distin-
guished, but ean scarcely be denominated
great, It could not be eald that he de-
porved to be ranked with Kepler or Newton.
His discovery of the nature of lightnlng was
pleturesque and striking, and gave him popu-
lar renown, but it eould not put him in the
front rank of discoverers, "

From a Iater passago,we learn how Adams
tried to combat the French idea that Franklin
was the chle! Ameriean leglslator, **'Yes,'
said M. Marbois, ‘hels celsbrated ns the gront
philosopher and the great legialator of Amerd-
on.' "Ho s saldL, "a great phil her, but,

to tha sarvies seemns to mark that they had
wome depandenes on our joint judgment, since
one dlone conld have made atreaty by direo-
tiom of the French Minlatry as well as twenty."

After nll was over Franklin wrots a long letter
to Congresn about the treaty, whish, in view of
tho attituds sventaunlly taken by the Federnlist
party townrd France, must be desmed a re-
markable proof of forecast. After saying that
he disoredited she suapicions of the treach-
ary of the French court, he thua pro-
cends to square accounta with Adams: "1
ought pot, however, to conceal frofh you that
ahe of my collamgvea Is of & very different
oplulon from me In thess mattars. He thinka
the Frondh Minister one of the greatsst ane-
miss of our countey; that ha would have stralt-
ened our boundarias, to pravent the growth of
our people | contracted our flahery, to obetrust
the Inereass of our seamen; and retain the
royalists among us, to keap ua divided ; that he
vrivately oppotes all our negotiations with
forelgn courts, and affardad un, during the war,
the assistanos we recelved, only to keep It
allve, that wa might be a0 muoch the more
weakanod by It: that to think of gratitude to
Franoo is the grestest of folllea, and that to
be influenesd by it would ruln un, He makes
no sooret. &f his having these opintons, ex-
preases tham  publiely, sometimes In prea-
enoa of the English Ministers, and speaks
of hundreds of {nstances which he eould pro-
dude in proof of them. None, howaver, have
ret appearsd to me, unless the conversations
and lettar above mentioned are reckoned such.
If I ware not convinoed of the real [nability of
this Courtto furnish the farther supplies we
naked, I should suspect thess discoursesof a
porson {n his station might have influsnced the
rafunal; but I think they have gone no farther
than to ocemsion a susplofon that we havea
conslderable party of anti-Gallieans in Amer-
fva who are not Tories, and, conssquently, to
prodncs soms doubts of the sontinuance of
our friendship. As such doubts may here-
aftor bave a bad effect, I think we cannot
take too much éare to remove them: and
it is therefors I write this, to put you on
your guard (belloving It my duty, though I
know Ihazard by it a mortal snmity), and to
caution you respecting the insinuations of this
gentleman agatnst this Court, and the Instancea
he supposes of thelr {1l will to us, which I take
to bo as Imaginary as I know his fancies to be,
that Count de Vergennes and mysall are con-
tinually plotting against him and employing
the newa writers of | Europe to depreciate his
churncter, &0, But, as Bhakespoars says,
*Trifles light a8 alr,' &s. Iam persuaded, how-
ever, that hes means well to his country, Is al-
ways an honest man, often a wise one, but
sometimes nnd In some things absolutely out of
his senses,”

ViI.

In a final chapter on Franklin, considersd as
A “Conatitution maker." we are reminded that
he had no knowledge of technienl law, either In
practice or ns a sclonce.  He was onoe eleoted
Justice of the Peacs (n Philadelphia, but
Boon reslgned beosuwuss, as he sald, he knew
nothing of the rules of English common law.
As a publle man, however, of long exparienne,
ha could not halp nequiring conslderable
knowledge of general laws and of their practical
effect. He understood colonial rights, and
know every phase ol the controversy with
Great Britaln, and he had fixed oplnlons as to
constitutional forms and prinelples. Of the
plans of unjon devised at various times previ-
ously to the Revolution for the purpose of unit-
Ing the colonles, two were prepared by Prank-
lin, The first scheme of union which he
drafted was the one ndoptad by the Albany oon-
forance of 1754, that had beon ealled to make
a general treaty with the Indlans, That

h contained the gorma of principles which

as a legislator for Ameriea ho has done very
little, It {s universally belleved In Franee,
England nnd all Europe that his alectrle wand
has accomplished all this revelution. But
nothing I8 mors groundless, He has donavery
little. It Is belisved that he made all tho
Ameorican Constitutlons and thelr eonted-
aration; but he made nelther., He did
not even make the Constitution of Penn-
sylvania, bad as it 1s.'" Tho French. how-
ever, persisted In believing that Franklin
was the originator of the Ravolution, and
that he was a sort of Bolon who had prepared
laws for all the rovoltad colonies, directed their
movements and revisad all their Stats papors
and public documents. It was under the influ-
encaof this notion that they worshipped him
as the parsonifieation of liberty. Mr. Fisher
suggests that it may well have been extremely
irritating to Adams and others to {ind the
French people assuming that the old patriarch
in the fur cap had emancipated in the Ameri-
can woods n rude and strange people who,
without him, could not have taken care of
themselves. Protest ns thay might, they never
could persundes the Froneh togivo upthelr [dea.
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Even now, when more than a hundred years
have passed, it is gratifying to our national
pride to refleet that a man who was so thor-
oughly American {n his origin and educa-
tion should have heen worshipped by an
alien race ns no other man, certainly no
other Ameriean, waa ever worshipped by for-
olgners, It Is pointed out, nevertheless, by
Mr. Fisher that the enjoyment of this stupen-
dons reputation, overshndowing and dwarfing
the Jeffersons, Adamses, Jnya, and all other
public men who went to Europe, was marred
by some unpleasant consequences. Jealousiea
wire aroused, not only among individuals, but,
to a certaln extent, among all the Ameriean
people. It was toomuch. He had ceased to ho
one of them. It was rumored thnt he would
nover return to Ameriea, but would resign and
sottle down among those strangers who treated
him as though he were a god. It was also
Inevitable that a worse suspiolon should arise.
He was too subsorvient, it was sald, to Franoe.
Ho ylolded everything to her. He was turn-
ing her from an ally Into a ruler. Ha could
no longer ses her designe, or, f ho saw
them, he approved of them, This suspleion
gnined such force that It became the oon-
trolling prineiple with Adams and Jay when
they went to Parls to arrange the treaty of
peace with England after the surrender of Lord
Cornwallls st Yorktown I(n October, 1781, Ne-
gotiations to that end began In the spring of
the following year, and they were eonduoted
by Franklin as sole Commissloner until June,
when he was taken slok and was Ineapacitated
for thres monthas.

Full recognition Is given by the fresont
blographer to the fact that, whilo Franklin
was carrying on the negotiations alone, he
insisted upon most of the terms which wers
aftarward agreed upon: First of all, indopend-
eneo, and, In addition to that, the right to flsh
on the Newfoundland Banks, and a settlement
of boundaries, and that he added a claim, not
ufterward pressed by the others, namely, that
Canada should be ceded to the United States.
In exchange for Canada he was prepared to
allow some compansation to the Tories for their
loss o! property during the war. Adams and
Jay, on taking up the negotlations, dropped
Canads entirely and insisted stoutly to the end
that nocompensation should be granted to the
Torles. It Is further acknowlodged by Mr.
Fisher that Franklin's polley in obeying the
explicit Instructions of Congrees to do nothing
without the knowledge of the French Govern-
ment and In making absolutely sure of the
friendship and assistance of Frunce was the
sound one, especlally as, with bis wonderful pe-
complishments and mdaptability, he ocould be
friendly and agresable without making any
substantial sacriflees, Adams, ou the other
hand, went at everything with a club and eould
understand no other mode of conducting ne-
wotlations, Adams gloried o breaking the
Instructions of Congress to tuke the advlco
of Franoo and desoribed the conecllintory meth.
¢ds followed by Franklin us a “baso sys-
tem.” It was Franklin, however, who in the
end had to smooth the matter over and 1o
pacify the Fronch Minlster for Foreign Affairs,
and it was he who submitted to Congreas o
specious oxouse for the violation of its (n-
structions: “We did what appeared toall of
s best as the time, and 1f we have done wrong
the Oongress will do right, after hearisg ua, to
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are now fundamental parts of our political
system. In 1775, while a member of the Can-
tinentsl Congress, he drafted another plan,
which, though not adopted, added new sug-
gestions and developments, He was a momber

of the State Convention which, in 1776, framed '

a new Constitution for Pennsylvania. In this
instrument he secured the adoption of two of
his favorite idens. He belleved that a Legls-
Iatura should consist of only one house, and
that the executive authority, instead of being
vested In a slugle person, should be exercised
by & commlittes, John Adama's depreciatory
comment upon this Btate Constitution was
justified, for it proved an utter fallure and
was replaced by a more sultabla one In
1700. The French transiations of the Amer-
lean State Constitutions which Franklin
caused to be modoe nnd widely circulated In
France have besn credited by Thomas Palne
and same of Franklln's blographers with oxer-
elsing a vast influence in shaping the eourse of
tho French revolulion, Probably thelr influ-
ence has beoan exaggerated. Frank!in's last work
in Constitution making was performed in 1787,
when ho took partin the Federal Convention
which met at Philadelphia and framed our ex-
Iating Constitution. As he was then Bl years
old and suffering so much from the gout and
stone that he eould not remaln standing for
any length of time, hls important spoeches he
usually wrote out And had his colleagues read
them to the convention, His proposals that tho
President should recolve no salary, that the
Legisinture should conaist of only one house,
and that an abeolute veto on leglslation should
not be conceded to the Executive were not
accepled by the conventlon. It was, how-
ever, In conformity to a suggestion of
his that the great question which long
threntened to render abortive the work of
the conventlon was ultimately settled, It
was Franklin who proposed that in the
lower house the representation of the States
should be in proportion to population, but that
in the Senate ench Btate should have an equal
vote, and that money bills should originateonly
in the lower houss. By this compromise every
one was satislled, and (t became a fundamontal
prineiple of our Foderal organie law. A part of
it became, Indeed, more fundamental than
any other, for the clause asserting the equal
ropresentation of the Btates In the Benate
Is the only part of the Constitution whieh
eannot be changed by the machinery fur
emendation without the consent of the
particular Btate affected. It was he, too,
who poersuaded almost all the members of
the oconvention to sign the Instrument by
avowing that it did not satiafy him, bat that
he should slgn It on the ground that it was
better than pone. It Is Madlson who re-
cords that " whilst the Inst members were
signing, Dr. Fraoklin, looking toward the
Presidont's chulr, at the back of which & rising
sun happensd to ba painted, observed to a fow
membors near him that painters had found it
dilenlt to distinguish in thelr art a rislog
from u setting sun. “Ihave,’ said he, ‘often
nnd often in the course of this sesslon and the
viclasitudes of my hopes and fears as to {ts
Issue looked at that behind the President with-
out being nble to tell whethor It waa rising or
satting, but now, at lergth, I have the happi-
ness to know that it Is a rising and not & sat-
ting sun.'" M. W.H.

Commaraial Cuba.

It Is & book for business men which Wrrrras
J. Orank has given us in a large ootavo volume
of 60U peges entitled Commereoial Cubae (Berib-
ners). What we have here is & veet amount of
valuable data coveriug almost the entire fleld
of inquiry regarding Cuta and her resourcen,
The data are partly the result of the author's
porsonal obssrvations during his travels in the
island, und partly the outcoms of laborious
classification of existing material ocollected
from muny and diverse sonrces. We need not
point out that facts regardiog the industria)
pod commeralnl capabilitiea of (ubs, present
and prospective, are neaded Imperatively at
the present moment, when events have so rad-
leally transformed the relations hitherto exist.
ing betweon Cuba and the Unlted Btates. For
the liberation of the (sland a thorough knowl-
edgoe of it was not Indispensable. But, If weare
to undertake the reconstruction of its govern-
ment and thoe development of its resources, it
In obvious that our knowledge cannot be too
exact and sxhanstive. It Is, consequently, &
groat serviee which the suthor of this book has
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[ duetion he would not pretand to affirm, but he
has certainly besn palnstaking In his psrsonn
obwervations. and he ls esutioua and judielons
in hinestimates and forecants based upon the
oxpariance of others, The chavters of tha
work to which we ahall principally confine our-
salves are those which fNeal with population,
with the modes of Intsrnal eommunlostion and
with the general trade statistiea of the island.
We would not, however, entirely pass overa

chapter o which the author gives
Ameriean visitors some useful advice ns to
how to meet the residents of Caba.

_—
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The opinion is axpreased by the author that,
although great allowancss are made by well-
bred Bpaniards and Cobans for lgnoranos of
their manners and eustoms on the part of for-
elgnars, it will be well for Amerioan visltors,
eapecinlly ladies, to conform to the soclal
usages which they find prevaillng on the island.
Tt should not ba forgotien, for example, that
in the higher walks of Cuban sgoisty Indles
never appear anywhere In publio without an
escort, afther male or famale. Ifalady be ac-
ecompanied by & man, he must bs 4 husband,
brother, or near relative; otherwise the judg-
ment passad upon her will bs even more harsh
than If she had no escort atall. It {a turther to
be noted ' that no matter how well one may
know a Cuban or resident Bpaniard In a buai-
ness or soclal way he will not be invited to
meat tha ladies of the family unt{l his eharas-
tar, history and position In soclety are thor-
oughly known. Even then hs will never be
pormlitted to ses the unmarried women alone.
Letters of Introdustion are rarsly given
to men Lo be presented to ladies, for the reason

that he who gives them, even though they be

couched In most resarved language, considers
that he practically guarantees every futare not
of the reciplent. Ameriean vialtors are alao
eautioned against taking literally the profuse
expreasionsof hospitality and good will uttered
by Cubans or Spanlards on meeting thelr ae-
quaintanoes. 8o far as the cities and towns are
concarned such exaggerated expressions are
mere formalitiea; (n the rural districts, on the
other hand, will be found & genuine and warm-
hearted hospitality which Increnses as ne-
quaintance becomes more Intimata, It should
likewise bs remembered by persons brought
up In the Babbath-keeplng customn of Paritan
communities that with the Cubans Sunday
Is a feast day, given up to sooinl enjoy-
ments after the religious duties of the
morning have been performer, Certain saints'
days. on the other hand, must be serious-
Ir observed, and funections which would be
pormiesiblé on the Babbath would ba severely
reprobated on such anniversaries. It is on
Banday that the coockfights and bullfights
take place. Mr. Clark Is convineed that, al-
though It {s reasonable to supposo that assoocla-
tion with Americans will have a tondeney to
mako erusl sports lesa fanhionable. it'is hote-
less to expect that the puritanieal Babbath cnn
be grafted upon the Cuban usages. Any at-
tempt to graft {t would only give rise to irritn-
tion, for In this and some other reapects the
Cubans, although restricted and oppreased by
the Government in more important things, have
enjoyed a degree of personal liberty, not to
say I , not e d by the average
Amorican eltizen. To single out a minor point,
American women may be surprised to find
that Cuban gentlemen smoke anywhere with-
out asking permission of the Indies, either
a4 the calds, hotals, private residences, or
even in the ordinary atreet cars. The only
reatriction on the privilego of smoking is im-
prsed at the theatres, and oven there one may
indulge in It In the corridors, Another custom
is not peculiar to Cuba, being followed ovory-
whers on the Continent of Europe, although
not In tha United Kingdom. At public tables
In the cafés or hotelsa n well-bred Cuban
never takes a seat without asking permis-
slon. perhaps simply by a sort of inter-
rogative bow, of those who may be al-
ready seated there. A similar salutation is
made upon taking leave. Of socinl visiting
there is & great deal among hoth Bpaniards
and Cubans, but the private dinners and balls
are comparatively few. The American visitor
In warned that, In ealling upon a Cuban family,
he should never disturb the cane-seated chalrs
which are ranged with the greatest regularity
arong the walla of the reception room. We ob-
serve, finally, that the color lihe {s n'ot neafly so
closely drawn in Cuba as it s in the United
Btates, and that oducation, wealth, and per-
sonal worth will generally determine a native's
position, without regard to tho possible pres-
once of colored blood in hils velna,

1I.

In & chapter on population Mr. Clark ana-
Iyzen and discusses the latest census of Cubn,
which was made in 1887. The whole number
of inbabltants at that date was offiolally stated
to be 1,831,687, Of those 1,102,080 were re-
turned as whites, 485,187 as blacks and col-
ored persons, 43,811 as Chinese nnd other
coolles. The percentage of whites to the total
papulation, excluding eoolles, was 00,45, while
that of the colored peopla was 30.5. An offl-
cial table showing the peroentage of negross at
various census periods indieates that thers s
littls danger of & black republio in Cuba, In
1641, when the colored people were relativaly
most pumorous, they constituted 58 par
oent.  In 1860 they had dwindled to 47 per
cent., In 1877 to 83 percent., and in 1887 the
porcentage was, as wo have just soocn, 30,5, It s
intaresting to note Mr. Clark's estimation of
the number of people existing In Cubaat the
prosent time: that Is to say, November, 1808,
Hoholds that we should begin by ndding to the
total for 1857 & proportionate rate of Incpenss
for the last eleven yoars similar to that which
had been observed for a long term of years
previous thoroto, such average being about
nine-tenths of 1 per cent. apnually. This
would give, approximately, 1,800,000, from
which, our author thinks, should bs deductad
about 400,000 for the " reconcentrados” and
other inhabitants who have dled from the re-
silts of the insurreation. We should have laft
1,400,000 for the pressnt pooulation of the
{sland, exeluding the Spanish soldiers, It is
taken for granted that Bpanish oMesholdoers
and many others of thelr nationality will
leave Cuba when it Is ovaouated by the Spanish
forces, but our author thinks that the common
soldiers who prefer to romain ns oitizens, the
Cubanas returning from foreign lands, and
Ameriean emigranta, will resently make up a
roaldent population of over a million and a half,

Mr, Clark dosa not shirk the difoult ques-
tion: What proportion of the pressnt popula-
tion, excluding woldiers, in of Spanish birth?
Cubans have put the number as low as 160,000,
Rowan places it at one-Aifth of the entire num-.
ber of whites, or say 220,000. On the other
hand, conservative Americans who have trav.
ersod the islaud thoroughly belleve that the
namber I8 more nearly 300,000, and that at
least 160,000 of them are malendults, this ratio
being attributed to the fact that the great mn-
Jority of emigrants from Apain are of the male
sox. Now let us mark how the inhabliants are
divided In respect of oceupations and business
interests, In the first place, all lmportant offf.
clalp, and almost all the elergy, have hitherto
been Bpaniards. Itis a algnificant fact that no
native Cuban has ever boen Archbishop of Ban-
tiago or Bishop of Havana. the two dicccses
of the island; thatonly two natives have evor
been canona of the Cathedral of Havana; that
fn 1871 only two rectors and thres ohaplains fu
the dioess of @avana wore Cubans, and that
in only 22 out of 144 parishes in the samo dio-
oese were thore Cuban priests. This ecoles|-
aatioal disorlmination agsinst Cubasa helps us
to understand why the provisional Government
should have passed, as one of Its first moasures,
a law to make clvil murriages alono valld, It
also oxplaing the extraordinary development of
Freemasonry In Cubs. Mr. Clark says that, in
proportion to the total populution, there are
more Free and Accepted Masons in the inland
than inany country In the world, We remark, in
passing, for the benefit of Amerioan members
of the Masonio fratsruity, that all Fresmasonry
in Cuba, [ncluding the fArst three degrees,
ls worked mocording to the Beottish Rite,
Heturning to the divislon of ocoupations
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French. The professional and liternry

tho island, also, are principally Cubang,
elgnr and tobneon Intoronts are mostly | Cuhy,
hands, although Spanish, Gorman and Engjia
enpitalists ocoupy conspleuoun positions iy the
trnde, The sugnar Industry, while Tollowad tog
great oxtent by tho Cubans, has, during the
Iant two Insurrections, tended to deip Ity
Spanish, Englivh, French and amerioan handy,
The mining industey s almoat sntirely Amnpfe
ean. On the othar hand, the private bankng in,
principally, transaoted by Bpaniariia 1n the oy
port and axvort trads the Spaniards havs hnd g
doolded advantage, owing to thelr clogse 50D
neation with the Custom Houss ofMoials : novar
tholess, a good deal of business has
done by German, English and French hotises,
Amerjoans, wo are told, have nover
enpooially popular with Bpaniards, or trinted
by them, so far as forelgn commercy (g Sofe
cerned. The railronds are chisfly ownad by
Spanish, English, Amoriean and Frenoh OADfs
talista, but ther have bean, for the most pan,
undor Spanish and English managenisnt. The
groat majority of merchants, whethar Inres op
small, and even in the leaser towns, arm Snans
Inrds, although there nre, of eoursn, soms
Cubans, and hero and there an Englishman, g
Gorman, an American, n Hollandsr, or ayan .
Chinamnn. The artlsans in the olties are
Inrgoly Spaniards, but the majorlty of the
clgarmakors aro Cubana, In the large tawna,
and eapoocinlly In Havanas, n large propartion of
the ordinary white laborers are Spanish psag.
ants. Boms of these laborers are encountured
in the rural districts, espacially on hiantas
tions ownad by Spanlards or other forelgners,
as miners, and ax seotion hands on the rll.
ronds. The sealaring people along the poasty
are Spaniards to a greater extent than would
bo supposed. Mr, Clark seema to think thut g
majority of them were born In Spaln.  The
majority, too, of machiniatsa anq steam
ongineers, ax woll ns rallrond  hands, ars Span.
fards and Cubans. The chief enginsers, low.
over, of nearly all the large sugnr estates nre
foreignera: Americans, English, Germans and
French., In an examination of the Inbor
problem. the opinlon ls wxpressod thit thoss
Spaniards and Canary Islanders who remain (g
Cuba will, for a long time to come, objeot
to dwelling In the rural districts, unlens
emploved In Inrge numbers (n the same
looality, for fear that they oannot Lo Nilae
auately protected agalnst Cuban prejudics,
Weo are told that this state of things In to
be rogretted, for the reason that many of
these laborers are the bost that have evar hean
uvallable for the owners of mines or planty.
tions, Eapeclally are the Galliean snd Catalag
possants noteworthy for thelt industry and
othor commendable qualitics, The hest kind
of lnbor obtainable would be, we are Informed,
that furnishoed by discharged Bpanish soldiers,
who nre obacrved to wark Inithlully at nny
place or under any eanditions where frir OMms
pensation ean be had for toll. No douht thers
are many colored Cubans whe work equally
well. but it scemn that they, ns a whols,
when resident (n the rurnl districts, prefer to
cultlvate small patches o! ground for thom.
selvos rather than to work for wagoes. It {s Mr.
Clark's theory that they follow this courss in
order to demonstrate thoir personal Independ.
onee, which they have besn anxlous to astabe
lish sinee they were freed from slaverr. The
nuthor of the book before us believes that
In Cuba, as in Argentine, the solution of the
Inbor problem will uitimately be found in the
encouragement of immigration from Italy,
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Internal meana of communieation on an exe
tensive senle seom nover to have baen conslds
erod essential In Cuba, for the reason that, the
Island being long and parrow and posnsessing
innumornable harbors, it {8 no great distancs
from any point In the interior to some cons
venient port. In the onse, Indeed, of Impor-
tant inland towns, raliways have been con-
structed to the most convenient seaports, Ag
prosant all the public rallway eompanles In
Cuba do not possoss, in the aggrogate, mors
than 1,100 miles of track. - The foot should not
be overlooked, however, that nt least 120 of
the larger sugar and tobaceo plantations hava
or had private railroads. These have been of
overy description, from o portable track a
faw bundred feet long toa system of seventy
milos of standard-gauge track, controllod by
h singls Iarge plantation company, Tho
smaller of these private lines have been uned
slaply for the transportation of cane from the
flelds to tho nearest sugar mill, while thoss of
greaterextent have stretched out through many
plantations from some large cenfral (sugnr
mill), which, in turn, has had a line ranning to
the nearest shipplng point on the eonst, or on
some publie rallway. The general rallway syse
tem of the Island, so far es it has beon come
pleted, begins in the east nt the city of Santa
Clara and ends in the west at the elty of Pinag
del Rio, the centre of the network being Hae
vann. The Ymportanda.of extending the sys-
tem eastward from bewtn Clara to the city of
Bantingo do Cuba. & distance of about 2850
miles, has long been recognized, both by the
Bpanish Govarnment and by privaio individunls.
No loss than three difforent surveys have hesn
made with that object In view, The country
which the extension will open is the least do-
veloped part of tho island, I8 rich agricul
turally and s exceedingly well stocked with
timbor and minorals.

Many wagon roads are indleated an the map,
but when they ure traverssd by travellors they
are found to bo exeoodingly bad, the depth of
mud {n wet wenthor being almost fneopoelvas
ble. Of the calradas, or paved roads, lald down
on the Inree chiets, the most Important and the
longost I8 the so-callod Western Caleada, which
runs from Havana nominally to Pinar del Ric. s
distance of about 100 miles. From Huvanato
San Cristobal, some sixty miles, (¢ is o fine, herd
road, but from the latter plnoe to Pinar del lio
it Is littlo botter than tho ordinary cart track of
the open country. The Sonthenstern Calrads
18 said ta be in good condition as far us Gulines
thirty miles distant from Havana, und the

same thing may be said of the Bouthe
e  Caltade, which stretches f) Havans
norosa the (sland to Batebano, “"F Camiup

Cantral, whrnh extends longthwise through
the centre ol the lslami. lm;u?(avgm ta H;nlfl-
ago de Cuba, s not a ecalrada at all, excep! it
nfroquont Intervals In the viginity of the

arger towns, Its eondition in eastern Ciba s
nuq]. duripg the rainy sanson, that the mulrs
usod for transiortation of the mails leava o

rondway whorever they ecan and walk oo
top of the low stope wall bounding it for

Inuch of the way. l".\'ldmtlg rond  bilid-
N on & large senle I8 the first thing
ossontial to the cammercinl developmient

of Cuba. Mr. Clark wuggosts that the |-
o‘:olulm; government, recognlelng the press.
ng nocesaity for highway {mprovement, niny
degin it expediont to graut concessions 1o
priveta partles for the construction of turn-
rlkma und stone romds, I ol Quba, at present
lr('l‘“ I8 but a total of 250 milesof improyed
h %I{\ﬂw. nearly al) of which is in the province
of Havann, ‘I'he provines of Santingo de Gt

s less than alx miles of inproved roads, ani
P‘ur-rlo Principe and Banta Clara even leas
The ehapter on the general statistics of the

Il!hfld 18 banea on officiel iuformation refersin
to the stute of tl:|||]|:n Letare the outbreak o
the recent Insurrect n? in Inbh,  Acpording (o
gtatement out forth Ly the Governmeant In
R, the total number of houses an Iﬂi dinge
0 the towns was, at that time, 8,435, OF augar
lantations ut the some date there were safil 1o
¢ 11K of eoffae pluniations, 194 ; of tobace)
ll}ln!atlnnu. HMTS; of onttle ranchen, 4,208, :-%

of farms, 24,205 Linee Ngures are nhout

ﬁnwnnt. lower than those given b}'ﬂtbnn la
1is anumeration of ru{ul p&o:mﬂ. ¢ for Int2, sl
years bofore the cutbireak of ?hn ten years
war, Although there had been, upon the whiole,
[ 1r--al shrinkage In the value peracrs of plan-
tr lons botwoen 1M and 1Rg, Mr, Clark thinks
that their total value In the lust-pamoed year

s Dot far (rom 500,008,000, while that of
thele annunl products was rhum APETT
In this computation no allowapoce is mnile
for Industrics unconnected with land, I ha
al-|ilnt311|1a|r.< value of the total sxports from
Cuba to the Unlted States in o prosperous
ante-bollumn year was SOSOSS00, of whioh

$32, 200000 was o

rdited 1o sugar, SHHT5H LK
to besl tobmoen,

UMUK Lo elgnrs aud ejgnr-
ettes, upward of OO0, 1o Truite and oo
coatuta S 1,420,008 umu'nmn-.m-nrir‘hil!.'lﬂl
to oholee woods, and 300,000 to lronnre, The
AgETeEALS [mlmrtn into Caba rmm the United
Btates in 1sgd were hut Sl.'x.tl 00, of whiol
AULOOO was representod by hog products,
1OOG,000 by Boards, deals, platiks., joists, &e;
2H21L,000 Ly wheat oy, *du.tnli by coal,
&ll.lllll'r POtibies, an EL’- 4000 by mineral
oll. In the same yenr Spain a; irted to Cuba
merchandise valued nr $22.7 rﬁu:. aud re-
wl\ruugnluthe |_£‘Inmi In poturn eommoditios
-pprI\ d at ST 200,000, It fw prebinble that
mrr all the goods heretofore uk-«c\. lna
paln will uitimately come from the Unit
retofore s.lﬁ;ul two-thirds of

"




